
7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Content  
 
 
 Foreword……….………………………………………………... 

 
1 

 Content..…………………………………………………….. 7 
   
1 Introduction and Overview…………………..…………… 11 
1. 1 In Remembrance of Wilhelm Wundt …………………………….. 11 
1. 2 Objectives…………………………………………………………. 14 
1. 3 Approaches to Wundt’s Work…………………………………….. 16 
1. 4 Previous publications by the author about Wilhelm Wundt and  

Theoretical psychology…………………………………………… 
 

20 
   
2 Wilhelm Wundt: A Short Biography…………………….. 21 
2. 1 Curriculum Vitae………………………………………………….. 21 
2. 2 Research and Teaching……………………………………………. 24 
2. 3 Wundt’s Political and Religious Attitudes………………………… 31 
2. 4 Emil Kraepelin’s View of Wundt…………………………………. 35 
2. 5 Wundt’s Bequest………………………………………………….. 36 
2. 6 Leitmotif…………………………………………………………... 37 
2. 7 Annex – Biographical Data……………………………………….. 39 
   
3 Wundt’s Complete Work……………………………………….. 43 
3. 1  Overview………………………………………………………….. 43 
3. 1. 1 Definitions and Classification………………………………..…… 43 
3. 1. 2 Fundamental Distinctions …………………..………………..…… 44 
3. 1. 3 Topics in Wundt’s Psychology…………………………….……… 47 
3. 1. 4 Continuity in Wundt’s Program………………………………..…. 50 
3. 1. 5 Overview and Structure of Wundt’s Complete Work………..…… 52 
3. 1. 6 Problems in Comprehension………………………………..…….. 53 
3. 1. 7 Principles of Presentation…………………………………...…….. 56 
3. 1. 8 Bibliographies……………………………………………..……… 57 
3. 1. 9 Eminent Books, Essays, and Speeches…………………………… 59 
3. 1.10 Translations……………………………………..………………… 61 
3. 1 11 Glossary………………………………………..…………………. 66 



8 
 

  
 
 

  

3. 2  Sensory Physiology and Sensory Psychology….…………………  69 
3. 3  Neuropsychology and Psychophysiology………………………… 72 
3. 4  Animal Psychology………………………………...……………… 79 
3. 5  General Psychology………………………………………..……… 83 
3. 5. 1 Introduction and Overview………………………………...……… 83 
3. 5. 2 Topics in General Psychology………………………….…………. 92 
3. 5. 3 Apperception Theory………………………………………...……. 94 
3. 5. 4 Psychology of the Will (Wundt’s Theory of Volition)……….…… 101 
3. 5. 5 Feelings and Affects (Theory of Emotions)………………….…… 105 
3. 5. 6 Strategies and Methods in General Psychology…………………... 108 
    
3. 6  Cultural Psychology (“Völkerpsychologie”)………………………  116 
3. 6. 1 Introduction and Outline………………………………………….. 116 
3. 6. 2 Guiding Ideas and Research Program…………………………….. 120 
3. 6. 3 The Methodology of Cultural Psychology…………………..……. 127 
3. 6. 4 Reception and Comments……………………………………...….. 132 
   
3. 7 Ethics……………………………………………………………… 141 
3. 7. 1  Overview……………………………………………………..…… 141 
3. 7. 2  Individual, Social, and Human Norms……………………………. 144 
3. 7. 3 Human Rights and Duties…………………………………...…….. 146 
3. 7. 4 Reception and Comments……………………………...………….. 148 
   
3. 8  Epistemology and Methodology…………………………………... 152 
3. 8. 1  Introduction………………………………………………………... 152 
3. 8. 2 Overview of Wundt’s Writings on Epistemology and  

Methodology………………………………………………………. 
 

155 
3. 8. 3 System of Principles – An Overview…………………………….... 161 
3. 8. 4 Principles of Psychical Causality and Laws of Development…….. 170 
3. 8. 5 Elaboration on the Theory of Categories, the Principles of  

Causality and Purpose, Categories and General Concepts……….. 
 

176 
3. 8. 6 Elaboration on Psychological Measurement, Mathematical  

Modelling in Psychology, and Statistical Methods………………. 
 

179 
3. 8. 7 Reception and Comments………………………………………… 182 
   
3. 9  Philosophy (Metaphysics)………..………………………………... 187 
3. 9. 1  Introduction and Overview……………………………………….. 187 
3. 9. 2  Wundt’s Writings on Philosophy…………………………………. 188 
3. 9. 3  Influences from the Philosophical Tradition………………...…….  201 
3. 9. 4  Voluntarism: Metaphysical Aspects of the Will………………….. 208 
3. 9. 5  Wundt’s Discussion of Psychological and Ontological Ideas……. 210 
3. 9. 6  Reception and Comments………………………………………..... 219 
   



9 
 

 
 
4 

 
 
Reception……………..…………………………………………. 

 
 

218 
4. 1  Strategies for Reception Research………………………………… 218 
4. 2  Reception analyses………………………………………..………. 219 
4. 2. 1 Systematic Reception Analysis………………………………..….. 219 
4. 2. 2  Contemporary Reception of the Complete Work and  

Initial Biographies…………………………………………………   
 

220 
4. 2. 3  Bibliometric Analyses…………………………………………….. 221 
4. 3  Wundt's work in Selected German Textbooks from 1890 to  

approximately 1935……………………………………………….. 
 

228 
4. 4  The role of Wundt’s PhD Students and Co-workers……………… 229 
4. 5  Festschrift, Appreciations, and Obituaries……………………….  230 
4. 6  Scientific Controversies and Philosophical Positions……...……… 233 
4. 7  Current German Reception of Wundt's Psychology……………… 234 
4. 8  Anglo-American Reception of Wundt's Work…………….………  239 
4. 9  Hypotheses Regarding the Minor Impact of Wundt’s Work………  255 
4. 10  Summarizing Theses on the Historiography of Wundt…………… 258 
4. 11  Tasks for Research………………………………………..………. 263 
   
5 Attempts at reconstruction…………………………………… 265 
5. 1  Strategies of Reconstruction and Previous Attempts at  

Reconstruction…………………………………………………….  
 

265 
5. 2  Recent Approaches to Reconstruction of Wundt's Concepts…… 268 
5. 3  Defining Psychology……………………………………………… 269 
5. 4  Wundt's Postulates, Principles, and Methods………………….….  275 
5. 5  Wundt’s Theory of Apperception…………………………..……..  284 
    
6  Wilhelm Wundt’s Current Relevance………………..……..  293  
   
7 References……………..………………………………………… 301 

  
 


